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1 . In view of the Appeal Brief filed on September 1 , 2005, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. A new ground of rejection under 35 U.S.C § 103 is set forth below. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-8, 10-15, 17, 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peyrelevade et al (US 2001/0120550 Al) in view of Wong (US 6,343,275 
Bl). 

As per claims 1, 5-8, 11, 15, 17, 18 and 20, Peyrelevade discloses a system including the 
steps of: at least one reseller's electronic site, each such site arranged to display information 
pertaining to products that are selectable by a user, said products provided to said reseller from a 
source independent (fig. 3, 2700) from said reseller (page 9, [0102], lines 5-9); at least one 
database (fig. 3, 3600) controlled by said independent source (fig. 3, 2700), said database (fig. 3, 
3600) arranged to contain information specific to said source's modules that are displayable to 
said user via said reseller's electronic site (page 6, [0070], lines 1-3); and at least one 
communication link 2300 controlled jointly by said source and said reseller (fig. 2). 
Peyrelevade does not electronically distribute and update the reseller sites but Wong discloses 
electronically distribute the latest version of the data to said reseller, delivering electronically, 
from time to time, as determined by the source location, an updated information from said 
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database to the reseller sites with the timing of said distribution determined by said source (col. 
4, lines 22-27). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the electronic distribution and update of reseller sites as taught by Wong into 
the system of Peyrelevade because it would provide a software that enables business-to-business 
web commerce and that automates to the greatest degree possible the various aspects of running 
a successful and profitable business. 

As per claims 2, 3, 10, 12-14, Peyrelevade discloses a system wherein said source- 
controlled database can communicate to a plurality of electronic sites, each controlled by a 
different reseller (fig. 3), wherein further comprising means for causing the distribution of 
product data to a plurality of reseller's electronic sites, such that the product data will be 
uniformly displayed to an accessing user regardless of which one of said plurality of reseller's 
electronic sites said user accesses (page 11, [0127], lines 1-6). Peyrelevade further discloses 
establishing a transactional relationship between a user and said reseller (fig. 3, 2300); receiving 
from said user a specific request; and communicating said user's request to said source (third 
party, fig. 3); and said method further including the steps at said source of: receiving user 
requests from said resellers; and directly fulfilling each said request from said source to said user 
while still maintaining said established transactional relationship (fig. 3), wherein said 
maintained transitional relationship controls of payment between said user and reseller (page 9, 
[01 10], lines 1-7). 
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4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Peyrelevade et al 
(US 2001/0120550 Al) in view of Wong (US 6,343,275 Bl) and further in vies of Narain et al 
(US 6,535,506 Bl). 

As per claim 4, neither Peyrelevade nor Wong discloses at least one second 
communication link established from said source database to an accessing user at a reseller's 
electronic site such that said accessing user may receive certain data directly from said source 
database while said accessing user remains in communication with said reseller's electronic site 
but Narain discloses a communication link that is different between the source database and the 
user and between the source database and the reseller site (fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the different communication channel between the source database and the 
user and between the source database and the reseller site as disclosed by Narain into the 
combined systems of Peyrelevade and Wong because it would establish simultaneous 
communication between the user and the reseller allowing separate communication between the 
source database and the user and between the source database and the reseller. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed on 9/1/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the rejection does not show "electronic distribution of the latest 
version of data" as claimed but the newly added reference in Wong discloses electronically 
updating the reseller sites for latest products (see above rejection). The same rational applies 
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for Applicant's arguments as to the other claims. Claims 1-8, 10-15, 17, 18 and 20 remain 
rejected. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald Laneau whose telephone number is (571) 272-6784. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 8:30am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




Ronald Laneau 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3627 




rl 



